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The P-35 marks the debut of Seversky (later Republic) of
Farmingdale, Long Island, as a major builder of fighters and
introduces the work of the firm's chief designer, Alexander Kartveli.
The Seversky P-35 was the first single-seat all-metal pursuit plane
with retractable landing gear and enclosed cockpit to go into
service with the US Army Air Corps. It was a major step forward,
albeit one which was short-lived as war approached. The type
began as the company SEV-1XP, one of several machines flown as
pursuit prototypes and racers in the 1930s by Major Alexander P.
de Seversky, Jacqueline Cochran and others. The P-35 won out
over the Curtiss Hawk Model 75 (later P-36) for a 16 June 1936 US
Army contract for 77 airframes, powered by the 708kW Pratt &
Whitney R-1830-9 Twin Wasp 14-cylinder radial engine. The final
airframe in this batch was diverted to become the sole Seversky
XP-41. The first P-35 was delivered to Wright Field, Ohio, for tests,
and the remaining 75 went initially to the 1st Pursuit Group at
Selfridge Field, Michigan. There, the type was received with
considerable enthusiasm which lingered even after six machines
had been lost in accidents during 1938. Only by later, wartime
standards would it become evident that the P-35 was unstable,
underarmed, and lacking both armour protection for the pilot and
self-sealing fuel tanks. The company EP-106 export variant
attracted Sweden's attention and 120 machines were ordered with
the Flygvapen designation J9. These were powered by the 783kW
Pratt & Whitney R-1830-45 Twin Wasp radial. When President
Roosevelt announced his 10 October 1940 embargo on fighter
shipments to Scandinavia, only half had been delivered. The
remainder were seized by the US Army as the P-35A.

P-35A pursuit ships served with various USAAC units, but by late
1941 about 50 were with First Lieutenant Joseph H. Moore's 20th
Pursuit Squadron, 24th Pursuit Group, at Clark Field in the
Philippines. Second Lieutenant Max Louk wrote to his parents in
mid-1941 that the squadron was undergoing 'a very strenuous
programme' of flying 'up to eight hours a day' in the P-35A.
Incredibly, some P-35As arrived at Clark still painted in Swedish
markings and still wore them during the 8 December 1941
Japanese assault, which was synchronised with the attack on Pearl
Harbor.

Combat

The P-35 was flown by a few memorable pilots, including First
Lieutenant 'Buzz' Wagner, commander of the 17th Pursuit
Squadron, Nichols Field, Philippines, the first American ace of the
war. But by December 1941 the type had become dated and
inadequate. Pilots of the P-35 started with the disadvantage of an
unforgiving mount. 1939 Technical Order No. 01-65 BA-1 had
imposed mind-boggling limitations on the P-35, proscribing
inverted flight, inverted spins, and outside loops, and similar
caveats applied to the slightly more powerful P-35A. Group Captain
Christopher Clarkson, the UK's Royal Air Force test pilot on the US
east coast in 1940, logged six hours on P-35 variants and utterly
rejected the machine for the RAF. Americans in P-35As in the
Philippines simply could not stay with or effectively fight the
Mitsubishi and Nakajima fighters that swarmed down on them.
Some died ignominiously: First Lieutenant Samuel W. Marrett,
commander of the 34th Pursuit Squadron at Del Carmen Field,
Philippines, was killed 10 December 1941 when an ammunition
barge he was strafing exploded beneath him over Lingayen Gulf,
Northern Luzon.

Swedish pilots guarding their nation's neutrality faced a different
problem. Hans Westerberg, flew the J9 (P-35A) and, in 1944,
intercepted a crippled American B-24 Liberator struggling away
from a target in Germany. "I could just keep speed with the
bomber. I closed in to use hand signals to tell him that his crew
could land and be interned in Sweden. All of his guns turned
towards me and he was an instant away from opening fire before
he understood. The problem was that from some angles my P-35A
looked exactly like a Focke-Wulf Fw 190."
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Specification  

 MODEL P-35A
 WEIGHTS
  Take-off weight 3050 kg 6724 lb
  Empty weight 2075 kg 4575 lb
 DIMENSIONS
  Wingspan 10.97 m 36 ft 0 in
  Length 8.18 m 27 ft 10 in
  Height 2.97 m 10 ft 9 in
  Wing area 20.44 m2 220.01 sq ft
 PERFORMANCE
  Max. speed 499 km/h 310 mph
  Ceiling 9570 m 31400 ft
  Range 1529 km 950 miles

 ARMAMENT 2 x 12.7mm + 2 x 7.62mm machine
guns, 160kg of bombs

3-View  

A three-view drawing (800 x 594)

Comments

Dave UK, e-mail, 29.12.2015 16:24

It is a pity not more is known of its performance. eg what is its
max speed @ sea level & 15,000ft. Could it be so bad Republic
are ashamed to have it published. Is there An USAAC report on
the aircraft, if so could somebody publish it please, Then a real
comparison can be made with its contempories.

reply

CurtisHam, e-mail, 18.07.2021  Dave UK

Построить дом можно и своими руками. Но, сказать по
правде - это не будет очень быстро, тем более, если у вас
нет достаточного опыта. �'виду отсутствия опыта дом
будет строится медленно и возможно допущение
определенных ошибок. Лучше доверить строительство
профессионалам.

reply

LindaBib, e-mail, 03.02.2021  Dave UK

Anybody home? :) 
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reply

DJ, e-mail, 31.03.2011 22:35

one being restored in Orlampa Fl. by Kermit Weeks

reply

Klaatu, e-mail, 17.03.2011 22:58

The P-35 was the first modern U.S. fighter, in that it had an all-
metal structure, enclosed cockpit and retractable landing gear. As
such, it marked a milestone in U.S. military aviation.
Unfortunately, it was obsolete by the time WW-II began.

reply

Jackie, 07.08.2010 15:56

One of the major problems of the Seversky P-35 is that it has no
armor or self sealing fuel tanks. Its slow speed also makes it an
easy prey for the Nakajima Ki-43 Oscar and Mitsubishi A6M Zero.

reply
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SIM�N HEBERT FAULL, e-mail, 09.05.2010 18:51

The Severky P-35 airplane, wa the startingn gate for new figters
in Am�rica at the same time of Curtiss P-40.-It wa one strong
cell but wich one low power engine,This airplane renamed as
Republic Aviation in Long Island, New York was the the base to
make the incredible P-47 Thunderbolt, the best figter and bomber
airplane of second world war,over P-51 and German Fockke Wulf
190

reply

SIM�N HEBERT FAULL, e-mail, 09.05.2010 18:49

The Severky P-35 airplane, wa the startingn gate for new figters
in Am�rica at the same time of Curtiss P-40.-It wa one strong
cell but wich one low power engine,This airplane renamed as
Republic Aviation in Long Island, New York was the the base to
make the incredible P-47 Thunderbolt, the best figter and bomber
airplane of second world war,over P-51 and German Fockke Wulf
190

reply

Suarez, Pedro Ricardo, e-mail, 10.05.2008 07:02

At least it is (was) a loaded gun that could be used; thus the pilot
remains (ed) armed; unlike so many other people.

reply

sergio, e-mail, 16.02.2007 23:54

este es el avion en que el señor alexander seversky lo invento por
primera vez en 1936 y lo volo y ademas tuvo el primer accidente
y el señor seversky salio ileso del avion.

reply
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